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daring that many of you may actually collapse with disbelief! This week we tackle...
Philosophy!

Surprised? Maybe it's not something you often think about. You might even be com-
plaining loudly, at this very moment, that we should still be talking, after 2000
years, about a group of strange bearded men in silly looking bed sheets. It is inescap-
able, however, that philosophy has shaped our culture, society, religion, even our very
ethics. However, the issue that I wish to address is one that a certain Mr Oscar Wilde
did when he said, "The English are always degrading truths into facts. When a truth
becomes a fact it loses all its intellectual value." And right he is too, especially in
Philosophy. We must always remember that Philosophy deals in Truths. Not Facts.

"But what's the difference?" I hear you cry. Well, simply put, a Fact is as inescap-
able as the need to breathe air. It is objective, it can be proven. Science deals in
Facts. Truths are a little more subjective, they depend upon your view point, your own
life experiences. Whereas one man follows the ideals of Epicurus (live life for the
sake of Pleasure) another follows those of Aurelius (live life according to your
Nature and Duty). To claim one as "Fact" and the other as "Fiction" is simply to put
one's own opinion over another. It proves nothing. Worst of all, it destroys any
chance of intelligent discussion.

Besides, good reader, sometimes in philosophy there are simply ridiculous people.
There are people who believe that life is just a wondrous computer game, or is in fact
similar to the maze at Hampton Court Palace! So by this logic, simply stick to the left
and enter

square circle circle, then the correct Bio-dron Omnicron 2000 will be at hand to
fight all those little fuzzy wuzzy aliens who keep stealing your socks! Well, sadly
sticking to the left probably won't show you any solutions, and neither can a Bio-
dron Omni-magi-thingy save your laundry. The point I'm driving at is that Philoso-
phers can get it wrong, even the greats. Such as Aristotle. He believed that Flies had
only four legs (whilst in fact they have six, or so I have been informed) and that
mucus was actually brain matter (well, now I feel stupid). The problem is that, for 200
years, nobody checked. Why? Because Aristotle said it was so. It became Fact.

Perhaps then the real problem lies more in our attitude. We often find it easier to
simply go with the flow and take what we learn as Law without any investigation.
After all, just as a man will be imprisoned in a room with a door that's unlocked but
opens inwards, as long as it does not occur to him to pull rather than push, so too
will a man be trapped in his own beliefs if it does not occur to him to simply try
something different. So, to take the quote we began with, I implore you all; strive not
to degrade "truths" into "facts". Because I believe nothing destroys the potential for
discussion, evolution and freedom more than foreing your beliefs into a science, into
a Fact. As the years pass, it is only through our questioning and not our doctrine
that we actually get anywhere. So although the answers may never become clear, each
individual is getting closer every time they ask a question.

Well, it is finally time for this week's nutritional factoid! I fear that many of
you may have read my musing already of the same mind, and so I must recover your cu-
riosity with this, a deliciously sumptuous food-based riddle:

A dish full of all kinds of flowers
Solving it, some say, takes hours

As ever, your suggestions, answers and questions are gravely in danger, so send them
on a postcode immediately, please, to jamiewillts@yahoo.co.uk

Yours, TTFN,
Jameson

A.C
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